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FORWARD

This report presents data on various social and economic characteristics of
individuals and families that received benefits through the federal or state food
stamp programs in California. The data reflect general characteristics of this
population and are based on information obtained from the County Performance
Sample survey conducted by the California Department of Social Services for
Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 1999—October 1998 through September 1999. This
publication presents selected characteristics from the survey process.

On August 22, 1996, President Clinton signed into law the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) (Public Law
104-193). PRWORA, commonly called the Welfare Reform Act, overhauled the
nation’s welfare system and made significant changes to the federal Food Stamp
Program. Among the changes were the reduction of food stamps for many
participants and the elimination of them, except under certain conditions, for two
groups—Ilegal immigrants and able-bodied adults without dependents. For legal
Immigrants, these reductions in benefits were somewhat offset by the California
Food Assistance Program.

THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

The Food Stamp Program provides monthly benefits that assist low-income
households in purchasing the food they need to maintain adequate nutritional
levels.

National eligibility standards and benefit levels are established by Congress while
national administration of the program is provided by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Service, which funds 100% of the
benefits. At the state level, the California Department of Social Services (CDSS)
is responsible for program supervision, with county administration.

Eligibility determination includes an assessment of income level; resources, such
as real and personal property; residency; employment status; and citizenship or
legal immigrant status. Households in which all members receive federally
funded public assistance benefits (CalWORKS) are considered categorically
eligible for food stamps.

California’s SSI/SSP recipients do not receive food stamps. Instead, they
receive cash equivalent (cash-out) as part of their SSI/SSP benefits.

Public Assistance Food Stamp recipients (PAFS) are subject to the Food
Stamp rules for computing allotment amounts.
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Non-Assistance Food Stamp recipients (NAFS), such as General Assistance
recipients and other low income people, must undergo a complete eligibility
process.

Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWDS) ages 18 to 50 are limited to
three months of food stamps in three years, unless they work 20 or more hours
per week, participate in a workfare assignment, or participate in an allowable
work activity for at least 20 hours per week.

CALIFORNIA FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

To afford some level of benefit protection to certain legal noncitizens that were
deemed ineligible under PRWORA, the California Food Assistance Program
(CFAP) was implemented. The program became effective September 1, 1997,
and provides food stamp benefits to certain legal non-citizens who were deemed
ineligible for federal food stamps benefits solely due to their immigration status.
CFAP recipients are included with the federal food stamp recipients
presented in this publication.

SURVEY DISPLAY

For comparison purposes, the tables in this publication display NAFS and PAFS
data separately. Where appropriate, accompanying bullets make reference to
comparable 1998 data. Both periods cover the federal fiscal year ending
September 30 of 1998 and 1999, respectively. Also, no inflation adjustment
has been made but the California Department of Finance forecast a 2.4 per
cent increase in the U.S. Consumer Price Index between 1998 and 1999.

Pie charts and bar charts, where appropriate, have been included as a visual aid
to assist the reader in the assimilation of the data.

SURVEY DOCUMENT

Prior to the passage of PRWORA, County Performance Sample staff conducted
Quality Control (QC) reviews for the AFDC and Food Stamps Programs. While
this is still the case, the tool used to accomplish this process, the Quality Control
Information System (QCIS), has been modified and expanded to collect data
elements and is currently known as Q5. Since the passage of PRWORA, data
are collected by County Performance Sample staff using Q5 for federal reporting
requirements, policy development, program evaluation, participation rate
calculations and characteristic surveys.
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Data in this report reflect characteristics of families receiving food stamps at least
one of the months during the time period of October 1998 through September
1999.

Information was derived from review of case records, third party verifications and
recipient interviews, which were conducted as a means of verifying data in the
files and to provide additional information that may not be found in the case
records. The Employment Development Department (EDD) base wage file and
the Medical Eligibility Data System (MEDS) file were used to supplement these
data. Also, Table 27 data were taken from the aggregate data report form DFA
296X covering FFY 1999, and not the Q5.

SAMPLING INFORMATION

The sample cases for the food stamp portion of this survey were drawn from a
county Food Stamp Monthly Issuance File. This file consists of all certified
eligible households issued food stamps in a particular month.

Each month, a random sample of open cases is drawn from the 19 largest
counties (which represent approximately 90% of the statewide caseload) and an
additional sample is drawn from the remaining 39 counties as a whole. The total
sample for FFY 1999 consisted of 5,622 cases.

DATA PRESENTATION

The data represented by tables in this publication were developed using
statistical methodology to expand the number of sample cases to the average of
the actual number of food stamp cases that received food stamps during the
twelve-month period. Since the sample was drawn from cases and not persons,
the person data were also expanded using statistically derived case weights.
Due to sample expansion, the frequencies may or may not be the same as those
found in other reports. Also, because of rounding, the frequencies may or may
not add to the totals vertically and/or horizontally. The differences are small,
however, and not significant.

RELIABILITY OF THE DATA.

Since the information presented in the tables was based on a sample, it may
differ somewhat from figures that would have been obtained if a complete census
had been taken. Comparison of sample data with available actual data and with
data from comparable prior studies shows the information to be quite reliable.
However, as with all sample data, care should be exercised in the
interpretation of figures when based on a relatively small number of cases.
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FFY 1999

The food stamp survey is based upon a random sample selection process that
yields first level data with a confidence level of 95 percent and a precision of plus
or minus two percent.

RECIPIENT PROFILE

Like the population at-large, the food stamp population has a wide range of social
and economic characteristics. The following is a selection of some of the key

characteristics of the households receiving food stamps.

Average age of head of household:
Average age of child:

Average number of persons per household:
Percent of recipients that are U.S. citizens:

Years of education for head of household:

Average F/S allotment per household:

Percent of food stamp recipients that also
receive CalWORKSs benefits:

Percent of food stamp households that also
receive CalWORKSs benefits:

Ethnicity of the head of household:

Ethnicity of the food stamp recipients

37 years
8.2 years
2.8
88.4%

49.8% have 12 or
more years

$192 per month

65%

59.1%

32.5% White
32.0% Hispanic
24.0% Black
11.5% Other

25.4% White
43.1% Hispanic
18.0% Black
13.5% Other

A more detailed account of recipient data, plus additional characteristics, can be
found in the pages that follow.
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FOOD STAMP TABLES AND CHARTS

Table/Chart
Number

~NoOUIAWNR

O ©

11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18

19
20

Gender/Ethnicity/Citizenship

Gender of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

Gender of the Food Stamp Recipients

Citizenship Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

Citizenship Status of the Food Stamp Recipients

Ethnicity of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

Ethnicity of the Recipients

Sponsored Alien Status of the Non-Citizen Head of the Food Stamp
Household

Sponsored Alien Status of the Members of the Food Stamp Household

Refugee Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

Refugee Status of the Food Stamp Recipients

Age/Household Size
Age of the Head of the Food Stamp Household
Age of children of the Food Stamp Recipients
Elderly or Disabled Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household
Number of Persons in the Food Stamp Household
Number of Persons in the Same Living Quarters not Included
In the Food Stamp Household

Income

Source of Unearned Income

Source of Earned Income

Net Income Used to Determine the Food Stamp Allotment

Education
Student Status of the Head of the Food Stamp Household
Education Level of the Head of the Food Stamp Household

20a Ethnicity of the Head of the Food Stamp Household with Less than

12 Years of Education

20b Average Size of the Food Stamp Household in which the Head of the

Household has less than 12 Years of Education—by Ethnicity

20c Net Income Used to Determine the Food Stamp Allotment for

Households in which the Head of the Household has less than 12
Years of Education

Vi
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Table/Chart

Number
Benefits
21 Number of Uninterrupted Months Since the Initial Food Stamp Application
22 Length of Certification Period of the Food Stamp Household
23 Amount of Food Stamp Allotment per Household
24 Longest Period for which at Least One Member of the Food Stamp
Household Received AFDC/CalWORKs
24a Average Size of the Food Stamp Household that Received
AFDC/CalWORKs for 61 Months or Longer—by Ethnicity
24b Education Level of the Head of the Food Stamp Household for
Households that Received AFDC/CalWORKSs for 61 Months or Longer
24c Net Income Used to Determine the Food Stamp Allotment for Households
that Received AFDC/CalWORKSs for 61 Months or Longer
25 Food Stamp Application for Expedited Services
Resources
26 Resources Owned by the Food Stamp Household
27 Vehicles Owned by the Food Stamp Household
Expenses/Deductions
28 Food Stamp Households Claiming Utility Expenses
29 Food Stamp Households Claiming Standard Utility Allowance
30 Food Stamp Households with Shared Shelter and/or Utility Expenses
31 Food Stamp Households Allowed Excess Shelter Deduction
32 Food Stamp Households Allowed a Dependent Care Deduction
Reporting
33 Reporting Status of the Food Stamp Household

Vil
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TABLE 1

GENDER OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
GENDER HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1

Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Male 116,176 194 38,840 115 77,336 29.9
Female 471,215 78.8 292,637 86.4 178,578 69.0
Unknown 10,261 1.7 7,289 2.2 2,972 1.1

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

« Females as head of the food stamp household have decreased from 84.0% in FFY 1998 to 78.8%
for FFY 1999.
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TABLE 2

GENDER OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
GENDER RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number Percent
Total 2,189,345 100.0 1,423,526 100.0 765,819 100.0
Male 928,281 42.4 579,891 40.7 348,390 45.5
Female 1,226,379 56.0 817,357 57.4 409,022 53.4
Unknown 34,685 1.6 26,278 1.8 8,407 11

« The percentage of female food stamp recipients for FFY 1999 (56%) has remained
virtually unchanged from FFY 1998, when it was 57.4%.
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TABLE 3

CITIZENSHIP STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
CITIZENSHIP STATUS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1

Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Citizen 478,752 80.1 263,492 77.8 215,260 83.1
Non-Citizen 118,005 19.7 74,379 22.0 43,626 16.9
Unknown 895 0.1 895 0.3 0 0.0

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

o Households headed by non-citizens increased from 12.1% in 1998 to 19.7% for FFY 1999. The
most likely reason for this is the 1999 implementation of AB 1111, which made many previously
ineligible non-citizens eligible for CFAP.
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TABLE 4

CITIZENSHIP STATUS OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
CITIZENSHIP STATUS RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 2,189,345 100.0 1,423,526 100.0 765,819 100.0
Citizens 1,935,109 88.4 1,257,274 88.3 677,835 88.5
Non-Citizen 253,250 11.6 165,357 11.6 87,893 11.5
Unknown 986 0.0 895 0.1 91 0.0

o The proportion of the food stamp population comprising non-citizens, 11.6%, has
increased slightly from FFY 1998 when it was 10.1% even while the total food stamp
population has been decreasing.
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TABLE 5

ETHNICITY OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
ETHNICITY HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1

Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
White 194,277 325 99,836 29.5 94,441 36.5
Hispanic 191,235 32.0 117,441 34.7 73,794 28.5
Black 143,707 24.0 77,050 22.7 66,657 25.7
Vietnamese 23,681 4.0 17,263 5.1 6,418 2.5
Other Asian or Pacific Islander 44,752 7.5 27,176 8.0 17,576 6.8

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

o Consistent with the overall reduction in the number of cases from FFY 1998 to FFY 1999,
Black and White households showed substantial numeric reductions from FFY 1998. The

reduction in the number of Hispanic households was somewhat more modest, however, giving rise
to a percentage increase in Hispanic households for 1999 (32.0% for FFY 1999, 30.5% for FFY 1998).
Vietnamese and Other Asian or Pacific Islander categories showed household gains for FFY 1999.
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TABLE 6

ETHNICITY OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
ETHNICITY RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 2,189,345 100.0 1,423,526 100.0 765,819 100.0
White 556,769 25.4 326,228 22.9 230,541 30.1
Hispanic 944,377 43.1 602,322 42.3 342,055 447
Black 393,353 18.0 273,201 19.2 120,152 15.7
Vietnamese 94,101 4.3 77,731 55 16,370 2.1
Other Asian or Pacific Islander 200,745 9.2 144,044 10.1 56,701 7.4

« Although White, Hispanic and Black recipients experienced numeric reductions from FFY 1998,
the respective ratio to the whole for each of these groups remained virtually unchanged.
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TABLE 7

SPONSORED ALIEN STATUS OF THE NON-CITIZEN HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
SPONSORED ALIEN STATUS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1
Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Citizen 478,752 80.1 263,492 77.8 215,260 83.1
Unknown 895 0.1 895 0.3 0 0.0
Non-Citizen 118,005 19.7 100 74,379 22.0 100 43,626 16.9 100
Sponsored Alien 1,094 0.9 66 0.1 1,028 2.4
Not A Sponsored Alien 104,504 88.6 66,806 89.8 37,698 86.4
Status Unknown 12,407 10.5 7,507 10.1 4,900 11.2

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household
due to their alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

« Slightly less than 1% of non-citizen heads of household had alien sponsors.
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TABLE 8

SPONSORED ALIEN STATUS OF THE NON-CITIZEN MEMBERS OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
SPONSORED ALIEN STATUS RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 2,189,345 100.0 1,423,526 100.0 765,819 100.0
Citizen 1,935,109 88.4 1,257,274 88.3 677,835 88.5
Unknown 986 0.0 895 0.1 91 0.0
Non-Citizen 253,250 11.6 100.0 165,357 11.6 100.0 87,893 115 100.0
Sponsored Alien 3,239 1.3 485 0.3 2,754 3.1
Not a Sponsored Alien 227,810 90.0 151,045 91.3 76,765 87.3
Status Unknown 22,201 8.8 13,827 8.4 8,374 9.5

« Roughly 1% of non-citizen recipients had alien sponsors.
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TABLE 9

REFUGEE STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
REFUGEE STATUS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1

Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Refugee 22,175 3.7 13,176 3.9 8,999 35
Non-Refugee 573,291 95.9 323,947 95.6 249,344 96.3
Status Unknown 2,186 0.4 1,643 0.5 543 0.2

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

o Counter to the trend of decreasing food stamp households as a whole (there has been a reduction
of over 100,000 cases since FFY 1998), households headed by refugees reflect a slight increase--
from 2.5% in FFY 1998 to 3.7% for FFY 1999. As noted in Table 3, this could be the effect of

AB 1111.
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TABLE 10

REFUGEE STATUS OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
REFUGEE STATUS RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent Number |  Percent Number [  Percent
Total 2,189,345 100.0 1,423,526 100.0 765,819 100.0
Refugee 70,340 3.2 51,626 3.6 18,714 2.4
Non-Refugee 2,116,194 96.7 1,369,917 96.2 746,277 97.4
Status Unknown 2,811 0.1 1,983 0.1 828 0.1

o Not unlike the increase in refugee heads of household (Table 9), the number of food
stamp recipients with refugee status increased by over 3,000 for FFY 1999 from FFY
1998 even while--as noted in Table 9--the total food stamp population was decreasinc
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TABLE 11

AGE OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
AGE HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1

Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Under 20 Years 16,380 2.7 9,691 2.9 6,689 2.6
20 - 29 Years 157,602 26.4 104,560 30.9 53,042 20.5
30 -39 Years 199,119 33.3 122,925 36.3 76,194 29.4
40 - 49 Years 139,238 23.3 81,936 24.2 57,302 22.1
50 - 59 Years 56,320 9.4 16,862 5.0 39,458 15.2
60 - 64 Years 16,741 2.8 2,703 0.8 14,038 54
65 Years and Older 12,252 21 89 0.0 12,163 4.7

Average Age of Head of HH, in Years 37.0 34.3 40.6

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their

alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

o The average age of the head of the food stamp household was 35.1 years in FFY 1998.
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TABLE 12

AGE OF CHILDREN OF THE FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
AGE RECIPIENTS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number Percent Number | Percent Number Percent

Total 2,189,345 100.0 1,423,526 100.0 765,819 100.0

Adults in the F/S Household 749,771 34.2 428,771 30.1 321,000 41.9

Children in the F/S Household: 1,439,574 65.8 100.0 994,755 69.9 100.0 444,819 58.1 100.0
Under 6 Years 499,167 34.7 336,860 33.9 162,307 36.5
6 - 10 Years 459,273 31.9 322,600 324 136,673 30.7
11 - 15 Years 342,878 23.8 241,156 24.2 101,722 22.9
16 - 20 Years 135,121 9.4 93,134 9.4 41,987 9.4
21 Years and Older 1/ 3,114 0.2 1,005 0.1 2,109 0.5
Age Unknown 21 0.0 0 0.0 21 0.0

Average Age of Child, in Years 8.2 8.2 8.1

1/ Adult children fit this category when they are part of the household and the parents are receiving food stamps.

« The average age of children in the food stamp household has increased only slightly since FFY
1998, when it was 7.6 years.
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TABLE 13

ELDERLY OR DISABLED STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
ELDERLY OR DISABLED STATUS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1
Head of Household: 2/ 597,652 72.1 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Elderly 3/ 28,993 4.9 2,793 0.8 26,200 10.1
Disabled 3/ 68,129 114 22,807 6.7 45,322 17.5
Not Elderly or Disabled 509,099 85.2 313,166 92.4 195,933 75.7

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

2/ Because a case may have more than one of the listed characteristics, the sum of the corresponding numbers exceeds the total number of heads of
household. The corresponding percentages are calculated to that subtotal.

3/  Those aged 60 and over are considered Elderly for food stamp purposes. The Disabled category includes those who are physically/mentally unfit for
employment.

e The percentage for each category under "Head of Household" remained virtually unchanged from
that reported for FFY 1998.
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TABLE 14

NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLD HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent Number [  Percent Number |  Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
One Person 182,581 23.6 45,281 9.9 137,300 43.4
Two Persons 200,839 26.0 145,818 31.9 55,021 17.4
Three Persons 165,761 21.4 118,845 26.0 46,916 14.8
Four Persons 113,728 14.7 75,580 16.5 38,148 12.1
Five Persons 58,128 7.5 39,777 8.7 18,351 5.8
Six Persons 31,604 4.1 17,498 3.8 14,106 4.5
Seven Persons 10,631 14 7,322 1.6 3,309 1.0
Eight Persons 4,449 0.6 2,161 0.5 2,288 0.7
Nine Persons 2,417 0.3 2,227 0.5 190 0.1
Ten or More Persons 3,789 0.5 3,297 0.7 492 0.2

Average Number of Persons 2.8 3.1 2.4

The average number of persons in the food stamp household is 2.8, essentially the

same as the 2.7 reported for FFY 1998.
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TABLE 15

NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE SAME LIVING QUARTERS
NOT INCLUDED IN THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
HOUSEHOLDS WITH OTHER PERSONS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
Households With No Other Persons 406,196 52.5 233,091 50.9 173,105 54.8
Households With Other Persons: 367,731 47,5 100.0 224,715 49.1 100.0 143,016 45.2 100.0
One Person 176,985 48.1 111,409 49.6 65,576 45.9
Two Persons 85,129 23.1 53,558 23.8 31,571 22.1
Three Persons 39,362 10.7 22,787 10.1 16,575 11.6
Four Persons 27,445 7.5 16,719 7.4 10,726 7.5
Five Persons 17,180 4.7 9,150 4.1 8,030 5.6
Six Persons 7,466 2.0 5,291 2.4 2,175 1.5
Seven Persons 4,893 1.3 2,358 1.0 2,535 1.8
Eight Persons 3,439 0.9 1,711 0.8 1,728 1.2
Nine Persons 2,125 0.6 632 0.3 1,493 1.0
Ten or More Persons 3,707 1.0 1,100 0.5 2,607 1.8
Average Number of Other Persons 2.2 2.1 2.4

o The 2.2 average number of other persons in the same living quarters not included in the

food stamp household is virtually the same as the 2.1 reported for FFY 1998.
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SOURCE OF UNEARNED INCOME

TABLE 16

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
INCOME SOURCE HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number |  Percent | Avg. [ Number [  Percent | Avg. | Number |  Percent | Avg.

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

No Unearned Income 122,879 15.9 2,590 0.6 120,289 38.1

Unearned Income: 1/ 651,048 84.1 100.0 $493 | 455,216 99.4 100.0 $498 | 195,832 61.9 100.0 $482
Public Assistance Grant 564,278 86.7 $548 [ 454,082 99.8 $553 | 110,196 56.3 $523
General Assistance/General Relief 48,397 7.4 $230 0 0.0 $300 48,397 24.7 $227
Worker's Compensation 5,735 0.9 $624 1,283 0.3 $652 4,452 2.3 $616
Social Security 4,260 0.7 $467 1,510 0.3 $355 2,750 1.4 $529
Deemed Income (Sponsored Alien) 322 0.0 * 66 0.0 * 256 0.1 *
Unemployment Compensation 21,113 3.2 $417 6,759 15 $365 14,354 7.3 $442
Other Unearned Income 2/ 56,549 8.7 $431 22,223 49 $284 34,326 17.5 $526

1/ Because a case may fall into more than one of the listed categories, the sum of the corresponding numbers exceeds the Unearned Income subtotal. The corresponding

percentages are calculated to that subtotal.

2/ Includes government and nongovernment disability, pensions, alimony and veterans benefits.

« [Each category of unearned income remained virtually unchanged from FFY 1998, falling within
plus or minus two percentage points.

*The sample size in this category was too small to generate numbers of a reliable confidence level.
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FOOD STAMP CERTIFIED ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS SURVEY

TABLE 17

SOURCE OF EARNED INCOME

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
INCOME SOURCE HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number [  Percent | Avg. [ Number|  Percent | Avg. | Number|  Percent | Avg.

Total
No Income

Earned Income: 1/
Salary/Wages
Self-Employment
Other Earned Income

773,927 100.0

364,805 47.1

457,806 100.0

204,573 447

316,121  100.0

160,232 50.7

409,122 52.9 100.0 $678 | 253,233 55.3 100.0 $654 | 155,889 49.3 100.0 $718
398,520 97.4 $675 | 245,669 97.0 $646 | 152,851 98.1 $721
19,086 4.7 $382 13,446 5.3 $413 5,640 3.6 $308

2,849 0.7 $490 2,715 1.1 $506 134 0.1 $164

1/ Because a case may have more than one of the listed characteristics, the sum of the corresponding numbers exceed the subtotal. The corresponding
percentages are calculated to that subtotal.

« Households reporting earned income increased from 46.5% in FFY 1998 to 52.9% for

FFY 19909.

o The average wage of $675 for FFY 1999 for households with earned income is $32 more

per household than that reported for 1998, representing a 4.7% increase.

Note: Earned Income data were supplemented by data from the Employment Development Department wage file.




CHART 17

SOURCE OF EARNED INCOME

Other Earned Income
Self-Employment 0.7%

4.7%

Salary/Wages
97.4%




Food Stamp Household Characteristics Survey
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TABLE 18

NET INCOME USED TO DETERMINE THE FOOD STAMP ALLOTMENT

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
NET INCOME HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

No Net Income 136,668 17.7 32,553 7.1 104,115 32.9

Net Income: 637,259 82.3 100.0 425,253 92.9 100.0 212,006 67.1 100.0
$1 - $200 148,603 23.3 86,010 20.2 62,593 29.5
$201 - $400 175,493 27.5 132,028 31.0 43,465 20.5
$401 - $600 127,677 20.0 88,018 20.7 39,659 18.7
$601 - $800 74,124 11.6 51,045 12.0 23,079 10.9
$801 - $999 54,764 8.6 34,278 8.1 20,486 9.7
$1,000 and More 56,598 8.9 33,874 8.0 22,724 10.7

Average Amount of Net Income $481 $476 $490

« The average amount of net income used to determine the food stamp allotment increased from
$409 in FFY 1998 to $481 for FFY 1999.
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TABLE 19

STUDENT STATUS OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
STUDENT STATUS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1
Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Student 46,543 7.8 30,437 9.0 16,106 6.2
Non-Student 551,109 92.2 308,329 91.0 242,780 93.8

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

« Student head of household recipients decreased slightly from 9.8% in FFY 1998 to 7.8%
in FFY 1999.
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TABLE 20

EDUCATION LEVEL OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
EDUCATION LEVEL HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0

Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1

Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
No Education 10,524 1.8 6,807 2.0 3,717 14
Grades 1-6 55,084 9.2 31,306 9.2 23,778 9.2
Grades 7 -9 56,280 9.4 31,477 9.3 24,803 9.6
Grades 10 - 11 156,150 26.1 96,365 28.4 59,785 23.1
Grade 12 and Over 297,694 49.8 159,907 47.2 137,787 53.2
Level Unknown 21,920 3.7 12,904 3.8 9,016 35

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

e Heads of household finishing 12 or more years of education decreased from 56.7% in FFY 1998
to 49.8% for FFY 1999. Enhanced employment opportunities for those in this category may be
the cause of this reduction.
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TABLE 20a

ETHNICITY OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD WITH
LESS THAN 12 YEARS OF EDUCATION

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
EDUCATION BY ETHNICITY HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
Not Applicable 1/ 176,275 22.8 119,040 26.0 57,235 18.1
Head of Household: 597,652 77.2 100.0 338,766 74.0 100.0 258,886 81.9 100.0
Grade 12 and Over 297,694 49.8 159,907 47.2 137,787 53.2
Education Unknown 21,920 3.7 12,904 3.8 9,016 35
Less than 12 Years: 2/ 278,038 46.5 100.0| 165,955 49.0 100.01 112,083 43.3 100.0
White 61,489 221 38,568 23.2 22,921 20.5
Hispanic 128,436 46.2 77,645 46.8 50,791 45.3
Black 54,994 19.8 27,090 16.3 27,904 24.9
Vietnamese 13,929 5.0 9,714 5.9 4,215 3.8
Other Asian or Pacific Islander 19,190 6.9 12,938 7.8 6,252 5.6

1/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

2/ From Table 20: (10,524 + 55,084 + 56,280 + 156,150 = 278,038)

o While fully 46% of heads of household with less than 12 years of education are Hispanic, this group
comprises only 32% of total heads of household (Table 20).
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TABLE 20b

AVERAGE SIZE OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD IN WHICH THE HEAD OF THE

HOUSEHOLD HAS LESS THAN 12 YEARS OF EDUCATION--BY ETHNICITY

F/S HOUSEHOLD SIZE/ETHNICITY

TOTAL

HOUSEHOLDS

CLASSIFICATION

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

NON-ASSISTANCE

Number [Percent | Avg. HH Size

Number [Percent | Avg. HH Size

Number [Percent | Avg. HH Size

Head of Household: 1/ 278,038 100.0 2.9 165,955 100.0 3.1 112,083 100.0 2.5
White 61,489 22.1 2.6 38,568 23.2 2.9 22,921 20.5 2.2
Hispanic 128,436 46.2 2.9 77,645 46.8 2.9 50,791 45.3 2.9
Black 54,994 19.8 2.3 27,090 16.3 2.9 27,904 24.9 1.4
Vietnamese 13,929 5.0 3.6 9,714 5.9 3.9 4,215 3.8 2.6
Other Asian or Pacific Islander 19,190 6.9 3.9 12,938 7.8 4.2 6,252 5.6 3.2

1/ From Table 20A.

o Since the "Other Asian or Pacific Islander" category comprises several groups, Viethamese remains
the single ethnic group with the largest average food stamp household size for heads of household
with less than 12 years of education.

Note: The food stamp household size may differ from the actual family size.
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TABLE 20c

NET INCOME USED TO DETERMINE THE FOOD STAMP ALLOTMENT FOR
HOUSEHOLDS IN WHICH THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD HAS LESS THAN 12 YEARS OF EDUCATION

NET INCOME

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Head of Household 1/

No Net Income

278,038 100.0

48,168 17.3

165,955 100.0

6,560 4.0

112,083 100.0

41,608 37.1

Net Income: 229,870 82.7 100.0 159,395 96.0 100.0 70,475 62.9 100.0
$1 - $200 42,316 18.4 21,771 13.7 20,545 29.2
$201 - $400 58,252 25.3 46,696 29.3 11,556 16.4
$401 - $600 47,711 20.8 35,364 22.2 12,347 17.5
$601 - $800 31,574 13.7 23,733 14.9 7,841 11.1
$801 - $999 19,263 84 13,810 8.7 5,453 7.7
$1,000 and Over 30,754 134 18,021 11.3 12,733 18.1

Average Amount of Net Income $546 $540 $559

1/ From Table 20A.

« Roughly 25% of households in which the head of the household had less than 12 years
of education had net income between $200 and $400 per month,
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TABLE 21

NUMBER OF UNINTERRUPTED MONTHS SINCE THE INITIAL FOOD STAMP APPLICATION

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
MONTHS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
6 Months or Less 198,510 25.6 77,943 17.0 120,567 38.1
7 - 12 Months 94,147 12.2 48,235 10.5 45,912 14.5
13 - 24 Months 98,185 12.7 54,524 11.9 43,661 13.8
25 - 36 Months 68,462 8.8 44,876 9.8 23,586 7.5
37 - 48 Months 66,700 8.6 44,370 9.7 22,330 7.1
More than Four Years 247,662 32.0 187,598 41.0 60,064 19.0
Months Unknown 260 0.1 260 0.1 0 0.0

457,806
Avg. Uninterrupted Period (Months) 41.4 51.4 27.1

« Thirty-two percent of households have received food stamps continuously for more than four
years, virtually unchanged from 1998 when it was 31.2%.

« The average length of time PAFS households received food stamps is nearly double that of NAF.

households. The most likely reason is that PAFS households comprise considerably more

families, which tend to be long-term dependent, while NAFS households comprise many
able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWDS), whose receipt of food stamps is time-

limited.
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TABLE 22

LENGTH OF CERTIFICATION PERIOD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
CERTIFICATION PERIOD HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
1 - 6 Months 37,041 4.8 19,247 4.2 17,794 5.6
7 - 9 Months 10,620 1.4 6,498 1.4 4,122 1.3
10 - 12 Months 655,820 84.7 377,902 82.5 277,918 87.9
13 Months and Over 68,998 8.9 52,856 115 16,142 51
Months Unknown 1,447 0.2 1,303 0.3 144 0.0
Avg. No. Mo. of Cert. Period 12.6 13.1 11.9

« The average number of months of the certification period remained virtually unchanged

from FFY 1998.

o Certification periods in excess of 12 months mainly comprise elderly and/or disabled
households. Certifiation is normally done within 12 months.
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TABLE 23

AMOUNT OF FOOD STAMP ALLOTMENT PER HOUSEHOLD

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
ALLOTMENT HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
$10 - $49 35,058 4.5 15,484 34 19,574 6.2
$50 - $99 96,797 12.5 47,547 104 49,250 15.6
$100 - $149 201,156 26.0 90,497 19.8 110,659 35.0
$150 - $199 118,480 15.3 85,629 18.7 32,851 104
$200 - $249 108,119 14.0 72,238 15.8 35,881 11.4
$250 - $299 76,460 9.9 54,620 11.9 21,840 6.9
$300 - $399 86,945 11.2 60,867 13.3 26,078 8.2
$400 - $499 24,255 3.1 12,008 2.6 12,247 3.9
$500 and Over 10,256 1.3 7,192 1.6 3,064 1.0
Unknown Amount 16,401 2.1 11,724 2.6 4,677 15

Average Food Stamp Allotment $192 $205 $174

o Although the average food stamp allotment increased for PAFS and NAFS households
alike, the average for non-assistance households increased the most--from $161 in FFY 1998
to $174 for FFY 1999.
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TABLE 24

LONGEST PERIOD FOR WHICH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER

OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD RECEIVED AFDC/CALWORKS

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
MONTHS RECEIVED AFDC/CALWORKS HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Total 773,927 100.0 457,806 100.0 316,121 100.0
Information Unavailable 1/ 47,645 6.2 895 0.2 46,750 14.8
Received AFDC/CalWORKs: 726,282 93.8 100.0 456,911 99.8 100.0 269,371 85.2 100.0
0 Months 2/ 72,371 10.0 0 0.0 72,371 26.9
1 to 12 Months 35,067 4.8 17,694 3.9 17,373 6.4
13 to 24 Months 40,595 5.6 22,622 5.0 17,973 6.7
25 to 60 Months 141,295 19.5 92,930 20.3 48,365 18.0
61 Months or Longer 436,954 60.2 323,665 70.8 113,289 42.1

1 Information for this table was obtained by matching the Social Security Numbers of the food stamp recipients with those contained in the Medical
Eligibility Data System (MEDS). No match was obtained for recipients in this category.

2/ Although a match was obtained for this category of food stamp recipients, there was no history of their receiving AFDC/CalWORKSs since 1/1/87, the

earliest entries in the file.

« Roughly 71% of PAFS households contain at least one member who received assistance

for 61 months or longer.
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TABLE 24a

AVERAGE SIZE OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD IN WHICH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER
RECEIVED AFDC/CALWORKS FOR 61 MONTHS OR LONGER--BY ETHNICITY

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
F/S HOUSEHOLD SIZE/ETHNICITY HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number| Percent |Avg. HH Size] Number| Percent |Avg. HH Sizel Number| Percent |Avg. HH Size

Total /1 436,954 100.0 323,665 100.0 113,289 100.0

Not Applicable 2/ 102,490 23.5 79,910 75.3 22,580 19.9

Head of Household: 334,464 76.5 100.0 3.3 243,755 26.2 100.0 3.3 90,709 80.1 100.0 3.2
White 91,060 27.2 3.1 64,075 26.3 3.2 26,985 29.7 3.0
Hispanic 122,390 36.6 3.2 84,680 34.7 3.2 37,710 41.6 3.3
Black 77,179 23.1 3.1 59,258 24.3 3.1 17,921 19.8 2.8
Vietnamese 15,928 4.8 3.9 13,910 5.7 4.0 2,018 2.2 35
Other Asian or Pacific Islander | 27,907 8.3 4.0 21,832 9.0 4.1 6,075 6.7 3.6

1/ From Table 24 (61 Months or Longer).

2/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

« Hispanic is the largest recipient group that has received AFDC/CalWORKSs for 61 months or longer.

« The average household size for households in this category is 3.3 compared to 2.8 for all food stamp
households (Table 15).

Note: The food stamp household size may differ from the actual family size.
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TABLE 24b

EDUCATION LEVEL OF THE HEAD OF THE FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD FOR HOUSEHOLDS IN WHICH AT LEAST
ONE MEMBER RECEIVED AFDC/CALWORKS FOR 61 MONTHS OR LONGER

TOTAL CLASSIFICATION
EDUCATION LEVEL HOUSEHOLDS PUBLIC ASSISTANCE NON-ASSISTANCE
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent

Total 1/ 436,954 100.0 323,665 100.0 113,289 100.0

Not Applicable 2/ 102,490 235 79,910 24.7 22,580 19.9

Head of Household: 334,464 76.5 100.0 243,755 75.3 100.0 90,709 80.1 100.0
No Education 8,043 24 5,992 25 2,051 23
Grades 1-6 33,193 9.9 24,760 10.2 8,433 9.3
Grades 7 -9 35,040 10.5 22,930 9.4 12,110 134
Grades 10 - 11 98,596 29.5 75,230 30.9 23,366 25.8
Grade 12 and Over 150,885 451 107,353 44.0 43,532 48.0
Level Unknown 8,707 2.6 7,490 3.1 1,217 1.3

1/ From Table 24 (61 Months or Longer).

2/ Not applicable refers to those households in which the parents or responsible household members were not designated as head of household due to their
alien, SSI/SSP or other ineligible recipient status.

« Roughly 45% of heads of household in this category have finished at least the twelfth grade,
which is not much different than the 49.8% for all heads of household who have completed
twelve years of education (Table 9).
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